
2016-17 Course Syllabus:   

Independent Media Production 
Instructor: Vanessa Hughes  Subject: General Elective and/or CTE and/or Art 
Grade level(s):10-12   Credits: 1.0 
Prerequisites: Media and Society or approval from instructor 
 
Course description: 
Students come into the course with a basic understanding of multi-media technologies and 
media literacy.  This course takes their skills to a new level allowing them to select a 
medium, design content, and produce that content.  One outcome of the course is to 
prepare a portfolio in preparation for a media career or to meet entrance requirements of 
the institutions of higher education focusing on media arts. 
 
Product: 
Students will demonstrate their ability to use a variety of a/v mediums and select one as their preferred 
method of delivery. Each semester students will complete assigned projects that they interpret and produce.  
For example, “windows and doors” is a photography assignment.  There is criteria, but they may interpret the 
project execution as they choose.  In addition, each quarter students will choose a “passion project,” which is 
of their design entirely.  They are responsible for all aspects of production. 
 
Industry Experience 
The vibrant community of audio visual professionals are part of our curriculum here.  Not only do they feel 
these skills are an essential part of a candidate’s portfolio, but they have also volunteered to come and teach 
some of these skills. 

 Project management: documenting and executing a project plan including scope, sequence, budget and 

stakeholders. 

 Sound recording and editing 

 Video recording and editing (both studio and street) 

 Photography design and production (both studio and street), different genres, demonstrating a command 

of lighting, framing, composition, storytelling 

 Website design and production 

 Lighting for video and photography 

 
Materials Required 

 Students should have with them at all times: paper, two pocket folder, writing implement 

 students should have access to a computer with a robust internet connection 

 It is helpful to have a camera, though not required, and a computer able to run a moderate editing 

program.  

 
Essential skills to be taught and assessed: 

 Manage time, project expectations, planning, and execution 

 Write clearly and accurately 

 Listen actively and speak clearly being able to articulate what you are thinking, seeing and hearing. 

 Think critically and express such with conviction and compassion 

 Use of various forms of technology 

 Civic and Community Engagement 

 Global Literacy 



 
Assessments and Grading 
Skills:  There are a finite number of skills required to master any course, though the nuances of skill are many.  
The skills assessed for this course are set, in part, by the federal and state departments of education.  They are 
set by master educators with decades of time and experience in the classroom.  They are also set by the 
students in the feedback and course evaluations they provide.   
For Media Production, the skills are 

 visual production 

 audio production 

 project management 

 marketing and presentation 

 passion project (one project per quarter) 

 
Calculating your grade: 
There are five skills (learning targets) for each semester.  Each skill is weighted equally (20% of your grade) 
Within each skill, you will have many opportunities to demonstrate your abilities.  Each assignment is graded 
1-4.  Each skill is calculated by averaging all scores. 

4 = highly proficient 
3 = proficient 
2 = developing proficiency 
1 = insufficient evidence (likely the student did not turn in that assignment) 

 
Assignments:  some assignments are focused on one skill area while others speak to many skills.  A 
comprehension quiz from a reading is asking students to demonstrate that they have read and comprehended 
the material: a focused skill area.  Conversely, a written evaluation of a feature film is asking the student to 
demonstrate a command of formal, academic writing, interpretation and analysis, reading the text and 
subtext of story, evaluating the impact of design elements on meaning (sound, editing, visuals, etc).  This is a 
complex task with many and varied skills embedded within.  Once again, everything can be revised and 
students have many opportunities to demonstrate each skill. 
 
Revisions:  most assignments can be revised.  There are some hard deadlines for revisions to allow student 
and teacher sufficient time to process their work.  A few assignments, such as the passion project, cannot be 
revised.  These are high stakes. 
 
Habits of Learning: 

 Come to class on time, prepared, and ready to participate [read, write, think, listen, speak].  If it is a 

work day, then manage your time accordingly.  Please don’t ask me to manage you. 

 Be prepared for class critiques 

 Participate in class critiques by being well spoken: no obscene, derogatory or disrespectful language. 

 Be dignified: do not wear profane, offensive or inappropriate clothing. 

 Be Honest: do not plagiarize, do not copy materials or ideas not your own. Give credit for all ideas not 

your own. 

 I am committed to a respectful, inclusive learning community and take seriously acts of carelessness or 

hostility that undermine our ability to learn. 

 Produce independent and original work outside the classroom knowing our work in class is predicated 

on your ability to be INDEPENDENT  


